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What is the National Audit  
of Pulmonary Hypertension?

This leaflet tells you about the National Audit of 
Pulmonary Hypertension and how your information is 
used to help improve patient care for patients like you 
with pulmonary hypertension (PH).

Who do we work with on the National Audit of 
Pulmonary Hypertension?
We work in partnership with a number of organisations who provide 
patient care, such as:
	 •	Patient	charities,	like	the	Pulmonary	Hypertension	Association	(PHA)	UK
	 •	National	Pulmonary	Hypertension	Centres	of	the	UK	and	Ireland			
	 	 Physicians	Committee.

Want to know more?
If	you	would	like	more	information	about	our	audits	and	reports	
please get in touch:

T: 0845 300 6016
E: enquiries@hscic.gov.uk
or visit www.hscic.gov.uk
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What is the National Audit  
of Pulmonary Hypertension?
The NHS wants to give you the best care possible. There are lots of 
different ways we can do this. One way is to check how we are currently 
doing by carrying out audits and using the results from these audits to 
improve care for you and other patients in the future. Better information 
means better care.
Clinical	audits	are	an	excellent	way	of	looking	at	the	level	of	care	patients	
like you are receiving and record information on the different treatments 
patients are using. They are carried out regularly by the NHS and look at:

 •	What	should	we	be	doing?
	 •	What	are	we	doing?
	 •	How	can	we	improve	what	we’re	doing?

The National Audit of Pulmonary Hypertension looks at the care given 
specifically to patients with PH.

Who carries out the audits?
The	audit	is	carried	out	by	the	Clinical	Audit	Support	Unit	at	the	Health	
and	Social	Care	Information	Centre	(HSCIC).	The	HSCIC	is	a	government	
organisation set up specifically to collect and study information on health 
and social care. They carry out national audits for lots of different diseases 
such as cancer, diabetes and other specialist areas like PH. 

What information will be collected?
The National Audit of Pulmonary Hypertension collects information on 
how	PH	is	treated	and	managed	in	England,	Wales,	Northern	Ireland	and	
Scotland to look at the quality of care patients are receiving.
If	you	agree	to	take	part	in	the	audit	we	will	record	your	name,	but	this	will	
only be used to make sure the hospital enters information about your care 
correctly. We do not use your name in the final study instead we use your 
unique	NHS	number	to	identify	you.	Using	this	number	we	can	track	the	
care you receive and it allows us to follow your care even if you are treated 
at different places.

Why do we collect this information?
The information collected in the audit helps to:

 •	Find	any	differences	in	the	quality	of	care	and	the	services	provided	in		
	 	 England,	Wales,	Northern	Ireland	and	Scotland
	 •	Find	good	practice	and	share	it	with	other	healthcare	organisations
	 •	Check	that	the	NHS	and	other	organisations	providing	care	are		 	
  following national guidelines.

How do we keep your information safe?
The hospital, surgery or clinic looking after you will safely send information 
about	your	care	to	the	HSCIC	where	it	is	securely	stored	on	their	computers.
We make sure the information we collect about you and other patients sticks 
to the strict rules of confidentiality set out by Acts of Parliament, including 
the	Data	Protection	Act	1998	and	the	Health	and	Social	Care	Act	2001.	The	
National Audit of Pulmonary Hypertension has been given permission to use 
and store patient information in line with these strict regulations.
National clinical audits are most effective when they have information from 
lots of different patients. But if you do not want your information to be 
used please tell the people who are treating you. They will make sure your 
information is not used in the audit. Please rest assured that this will not 
affect your treatment in any way.

What do we do with the information?
The information collected for the audit is used to produce a report focusing 
on the care and treatment of patients with PH in England, Wales, Northern 
Ireland	and	Scotland.	The	audit	reports	are	available	for	anyone	to	view	on	
the website: www.hscic.gov.uk
Reports are made available every year so that we can check and review 
what improvements have been made in the care of PH over the last year. 


