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Health and Care of People with Learning Disabilities: 2015-16 

Information on people with and without learning disabilities was collected from over half of GP practices in 

England in 2014-15 and 2015-16, to identify potential differences in the treatment, health status, and outcomes 

of people with learning disabilities compared with the rest of the population. Overall, in 2015-16, 0.45 per cent of 

the population were recorded as having a learning disability. 

Patient Coverage 

In 2015-16: 

56.6% 
of registered patients in England 

were represented within the 

dataset, an increase from 51.2 

per cent in 2014-15. 

3 in 4 
eligible patients with a learning 

disability received colorectal cancer 

screening, an increase from just over  

2 in 3 in 2014-15. 

Breast cancer screening for 

eligible female patients decreased 
in all age groups in both patients 

with and without a learning disability. 

Females aged 65 to 69 with a 

learning disability saw the largest 

decrease, from 54.6 per cent in 

2014-15 to 52.3 per cent in 2015-16. 

To see the full 2015-16 dataset visit the interactive report available here. 

Fewer than 1 in 3 eligible females 

with a learning disability received 

cervical cancer screening, 
showing no change from 2014-15. 

Over 3 in 4 eligible females without a 

learning disability received this test.  

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTY2ZGM0ZGQtZGY0My00ZmFiLTljNTctYmNhMzA2OGJlYjczIiwidCI6IjgwN2YyZjMwLWNhOGMtNDE5Zi1hMTc5LTVjNGZjN2E0YmY2YiIsImMiOjN9
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Proportion of patients with a learning disability who received a learning 

disability health check in the year, by age, England, 2014-15 and 2015-16 
The percentage of patients known to their GP as having a learning disability who received 

an annual learning disability health check increased in all age groups from 2014-15 to 

2015-16. The largest increase was in patients aged 10 to 17.  

 

Overall, 46.0 per cent of patients with a learning disability received a health check in 

2015-16 compared to 43.2 per cent in 2014-15. 

The confidence intervals displayed show the range in which there can be 95 per cent confident that 

the true coverage lies for the entire population. Where the confidence intervals for each year do not 

overlap the difference between the coverage between the two periods is considered statistically 

significant. 

In 2015-16, 41.3 per cent of patients with a learning disability 

received a flu immunisation, compared to 40.8 per cent in 2014-15. 

The largest change was in patients aged 0 to 9; in 2014-15 24.5 

per cent received an immunisation compared to 29.5 per cent in 

2015-16. 

The largest change in patients with a learning disability who received 

a blood pressure measurement was in those aged 10 to 17, which 

increased from 33.2 per cent in 2014-15 to 36.4 per cent in 2015-16. 

This could be linked to the greater number of health checks carried 

out for this age group in 2015-16. 
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Health and Care of People with Learning Disabilities: 2015-16 

Two year average (2014-15, 2015-16) mortality percentages for a) patients with a learning disability and b) at 

England level , by age and sex 

The confidence intervals displayed show the range in which there can be 95 per cent confident that the true coverage lies for the entire population. 

Where the confidence intervals for each year do not overlap the difference between the coverage between the two periods is considered 

statistically significant. 

There were 2.93 times as many deaths of people with 

learning disabilities between 2014-15 and 2015-16 

than would be expected if they experienced the same 

age and sex specific mortality rate as the general 

population in the same period. 

 

Females with learning disabilities experienced a 

statistically significantly higher mortality rate at every 

age band between 2014-15  and 2015-16; males at 

every age band other than 0-9, where although the 

rate is higher we cannot say it was significantly 

higher. 

 

In the 2014-15 and 2015-16 combined data, females 

with learning disabilities had an 18 year lower life 

expectancy than females in the general population, 

and males a 14 year lower life expectancy. 

 


