
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

NHS Safety Thermometer: Patient Harms 
and Harm Free Care 
England January 2016-January 2017, official statistics 
Published 8 February 2017 

 

Author: Clinical Audit & Registries Management 

             Service, NHS Digital 

Responsible Statistician: Peter Knighton 

 

The NHS Safety Thermometer provides a quick and simple method for 
surveying patient harms and analysing results so that you can measure and 
monitor local improvement and harm free care over time. This report presents a 
compilation of survey data from across England. 

Key findings 

 572 organisations have submitted data for 169,997 patient assessments in January 2017. 

 A total of 2,500,257 patient assessments have been reported between January 2016 and 

January 2017. 
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Executive Summary 

Introduction 

The NHS Safety Thermometer is the measurement tool for a programme of work to 

support patient safety improvement. It is used to record patient harms at the frontline, 
and to provide immediate information and analyses for frontline teams to monitor their 
performance in delivering harm free care. 

The NHS Safety Thermometer records the presence or absence of four harms: 

 pressure ulcers 

 falls 

 urinary tract infections (UTIs) in patients with a catheter 

 new venous thromboembolisms (VTEs) 

 

These four harms were selected as the focus by the Department of Health’s QIPP 
Safe Care programme because they are common, and because there is a clinical 
consensus that they are largely preventable through appropriate patient care.  The 

concept of Harm Free Care was designed to bring focus to the patient’s overall 
experience.  Patients are assessed in their care settings. Measurement at the frontline 
is intended to focus attention on patient harms and their elimination.  
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Table 1: Number of patient results included by care delivery settings  
 

Setting Jan16 Feb16 Mar16 Apr16 May16 Jun16 Jul16 Aug16 Sep16 Oct16 Nov 16 Dec16 Jan17 Total* 

Acute Hospital Ward 97,155 96,202 96,760 96,123 95,962 95,268 92,607 91,275 91,564 93,612 93,041 92,139 87,263 1,218,971 

Community 65,827 64,229 62,890 63,526 64,628 63,116 62,162 61,862 58,451 59,150 59,979 56,778 49,936 792,534 

Community Hospital Ward 9,138 9,126 8,922 8,880 9,081 8,409 8,210 8,044 7,885 8,441 8,286 8,438 7,784 110,644 

Hospice 422 429 351 413 391 400 390 373 379 369 430 383 296 5,026 

Mental Health Community 850 926 775 862 858 784 739 588 552 609 609 646 425 9,223 

Mental Health Ward 4,548 4,425 3,668 3,928 3,681 3,558 3,569 3,440 3,315 3,324 3,394 3,321 2,915 47,086 

Nursing Home 8,177 8,436 8,113 7,799 7,570 6,962 6,602 6,469 5,982 5,873 6,094 5,225 5,661 88,963 

Other 2,294 2,169 2,770 2,592 2,661 2,590 2,797 2,632 2,770 2,513 2,558 2,349 2,283 32,978 

Own Home 14,407 14,103 13,634 14,217 14,298 14,025 12,891 12,934 12,450 12,888 12,798 12,268 11,826 172,739 

Residential Care Home 1,597 1,795 1,631 1,772 1,796 1,852 1,575 1,727 1,639 1,812 1,698 1,591 1,608 22,093 

Total* 204,415 201,840 199,514 200,112 200,926 196,964 191,542 189,344 184,987 188,591 188,887 183,138 169,997 2,500,257 

 

*Organisations are permitted to submit data and corrections in arrears. Data may change in subsequent reports. This 
report reflects data received up to 27 January 2017.  

 

The NHS Safety Thermometer is used across a range of healthcare settings, including nursing homes, care homes, 
independent sector care providers and community nursing as well as hospitals.   
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Table 2: NHS Safety Thermometer summary results - percentages 

The following table summarises the national percentage of patient assessments which showed each of the four harms 
and which showed none of the harms – ‘harm free’ - for the period from January 2016 to January 2017 based on the 
number of records shown in Table 1.  

  Jan16 Feb16 Mar16 Apr16 May16 Jun16 Jul16 Aug16 Sep16 Oct16 Nov 16 Dec16 Jan17   

Harm Free 94.2% 94.2% 94.1% 94.0% 94.1% 94.2% 94.3% 94.3% 94.1% 94.3% 94.3% 94.3% 94.1%   

Pressure Ulcers - All 4.4% 4.3% 4.4% 4.5% 4.5% 4.3% 4.2% 4.2% 4.2% 4.2% 4.2% 4.2% 4.4%   

Pressure Ulcers - New 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9%   

Falls with Harm 0.5% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.5% 0.6% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 0.6% 0.6%   

Catheters & UTIs 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.8% 0.8% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7%   

Catheters & New UTIs 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3%   

New VTEs 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4%   

All Harms 5.8% 5.8% 5.9% 6.0% 5.9% 5.8% 5.7% 5.7% 5.9% 5.7% 5.7% 5.7% 5.9%   

New Harms 2.0% 2.1% 2.1% 2.2% 2.1% 2.1% 2.0% 2.0% 2.2% 2.1% 2.0% 2.1% 2.1%   

Patient Assessments 204,415 201,840 199,514 200,112 200,926 196,964 191,542 189,344 184,987 188,591 188,887 183,138 169,997   

Organisations 745 740 736 719 713 691 668 654 651 651 636 616 572   

 

 

Note: a patient may have all, some, one, or none of the harms, so the percentages may not add up to 100%.  

Organisations are permitted to submit data and corrections in arrears. Data may change in subsequent reports. This 
report reflects data received up to 27 January 2017.  

 

The full set of Safety Thermometer data together with comprehensive reporting functions are contained in the National 

Safety Thermometer tool, available at content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer. 

Appendix 1 includes full definitions of the four harms.  

 

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer
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Table 3: NHS Safety Thermometer summary results – patient numbers 

The following table summarises the national number of patient assessments which showed each of the four harms 
and which showed none of the harms – ‘harm free’ - for the period from January 2016 to January 2017 based on the 
number of records shown in Table 1.  

  Jan16 Feb16 Mar16 Apr16 May16 Jun16 Jul16 Aug16 Sep16 Oct16 Nov 16 Dec16 Jan17   

Harm Free 192,638 190,067 187,788 188,109 189,024 185,559 180,706 178,604 174,159 177,858 178,202 172,748 160,035 2,355,497 

Pressure Ulcers - All 8,910 8,759 8,771 9,097 8,982 8,490 8,123 7,988 7,844 7,900 7,927 7,768 7,536 108,095 

Pressure Ulcers - New 1,902 1,841 1,881 1,966 1,910 1,757 1,708 1,666 1,642 1,622 1,650 1,670 1,607 22,822 

Falls with Harm 1,056 1,151 1,139 1,112 1,168 1,100 965 1,046 1,106 1,027 968 1,011 948 13,797 

Catheters & UTIs 1,385 1,493 1,407 1,424 1,388 1,411 1,358 1,366 1,485 1,417 1,382 1,260 1,127 17,903 

Catheters & New UTIs 571 609 569 595 569 586 534 590 626 608 586 525 478 7,446 

New VTEs 716 737 741 745 707 752 723 651 724 735 743 666 649 9,289 

All Harms 11,777 11,773 11,726 12,003 11,902 11,405 10,836 10,740 10,828 10,733 10,685 10,390 9,962 144,760 

New Harms 4,177 4,258 4,262 4,328 4,292 4,127 3,874 3,875 4,039 3,910 3,869 3,808 3,615 52,434 

Patient Assessments 204,415 201,840 199,514 200,112 200,926 196,964 191,542 189,344 184,987 188,591 188,887 183,138 169,997 2,500,257 

Organisations 745 740 736 719 713 691 668 654 651 651 636 616 572   

 

 
Note: a patient may have all, some, one, or none of the harms.  

Organisations are permitted to submit data and corrections in arrears. Data may change in subsequent reports. This 

report reflects data received up to 27 January 2017.  

 

The full set of Safety Thermometer data together with comprehensive reporting functions are contained in the National 
Safety Thermometer tool, available at content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer. 

Appendix 1 includes full definitions of the four harms. 

 

 

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer
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Results 

Chart 1: Number of Harms 

In January 2017, 94.1% of reported patients had no harms, compared with 94.2% in 

January 2016. 

 

Chart 2: Types of Harm 

In January 2017, 4.4% of reported patients had a pressure ulcer, 0.6% had a fall with 
harm, 0.7% had a urinary tract infection with a catheter, and 0.4% had a new venous 
thromboembolism. In January 2016 these percentages were 4.4%, 0.5%, 0.7% and 
0.4% respectively.  
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Chart 3: Pressure Ulcers 

In January 2017, 4.4% of reported patients had pressure ulcers, compared with 4.4% 
in January 2016. 

 
Chart 4: Falls with harm 

In January 2017, 0.6% of reported patients had a fall resulting in harm, compared with 
0.5% in January 2016.  
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Chart 5: Urinary Tract Infections (UTIs) in patients with a catheter 

In January 2017, 0.7% of reported patients had both a catheter and a UTI compared 
with 0.7% in January 2016.  

 
Chart 6: New Venous Thromboembolisms (VTEs) 

In January 2017, 0.4% of reported patients had a new VTE compared with 0.4% in 
January 2016.  
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Data Quality 

 

Accuracy 

The accuracy of data depends on the competence and diligence of frontline staff in 

interpreting and applying the definitions of harms and then recording patient harms.   

The definitions used in the tool are designed to be straightforward, unambiguous, and 
practical to use in measuring a snapshot of patient harms across a wide range of care 

settings. They have been subject to scrutiny and improvement by experts in each type 
of harm, and by frontline practitioners, but complete consensus has not yet been 
achieved.   

The tool provides in-built help on definitions of the harms. The Harm Free Care 
website provides guidance to help users and user organisations to assess harms, 
record data, and use results to identify opportunities to reduce patient harms and 
monitor progress towards harm free care.  

 

Validity 

The NHS Safety Thermometer tool includes data entry, pre submission, and post 
submission validation. Submitted data is validated before it is added to the National 

Safety Thermometer.  Invalid data is excluded, and reported in the local data quality 
report and in the Monthly Submission Data Quality Report. Participating organisations 
are responsible for correcting the errors which are identified in the data quality report, 
and for re-submitting their corrected data. 

 

Timeliness 

Organisations survey their patients on one day each month. Results for each 

organisation are available within the tool as soon as the organisation has entered their 
data.   

Recommended survey dates, data submission windows and National Safety 

Thermometer release dates are published in a timetable here: 
content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer. 

The National Safety Thermometer is published two weeks after the end of the 

submission period. 

Monthly submissions may include late submissions and corrections to earlier data. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer
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Appendix 1: Definitions 

Data Recording 

Data is recorded monthly for every NHS-funded patient in participating organisations. 
It is recorded by ward or team name, organisation code, and organisation name.  

The following table describes the data recorded for each patient: 

 

Table 1: NHS Safety Thermometer Patient data 

Field Values Notes 

Age Band: 1 = <18, 2 = 18-70, 3 = >70  

Sex:  1 = F,  2 = M  

Old PUs 1 = None, 2 = Cat 2, 3 = Cat 3, 4 = Cat 4  

New PUs 1 = None, 2 = Cat 2, 3 = Cat 3, 4 = Cat 4  

Falls 1 = No Fall, 2 = No Harm, 
3 = Low Harm, 4 = Moderate Harm, 

5 = Severe Harm, 6 = Death 

A value of ‘2’ is not a Harm 

UTIs  1 = No UTI, 2 = Old UTI, 3 = New UTI  

Catheters  1 = No Catheter, 2 = 1-28 days,  
3 = >28 days, 4 = Days Not Known 

 

VTE Risk 
Assessment 

1 = No, 2 = Yes, 3 = N/A  

VTE 
Prophylaxis 

1 = No, 2 = Yes, 3 = N/A  

VTE Treated 1 = No VTE, 2 = Old DVT, 3 = Old PE,  

4 = Old Other, 5 = New DVT, 
6 = New PE, 7 = New Other 

Values 5 to 7 are New Harms 

Values 2 to 4 are not Harms 

 
 

The following count as harms: old or new pressure ulcers, falls with harm, catheters 
with UTIs, and new VTEs. 

The following count as new harms: new pressure ulcers, falls with harm, catheters 
with new UTIs, and new VTEs.  

 

Guidance included in the NHS Safety Thermometer tool  

 

Pressure Ulcers 

The Safety Thermometer asks you to record the patient's worst old pressure ulcer and 
worst new pressure ulcer.  An 'old' pressure ulcer is defined as being a pressure ulcer 
that was present when the patient came under your care, or developed within 72 

hours of admission to your organisation.  A 'new' pressure ulcer is defined as being a 
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pressure ulcer that developed 72 hours or more after the patient was admitted to your 
organisation. To collect the data, you should examine the patient for any skin damage 
and ask them about any skin damage they have experienced as well as consulting 
their notes or handover documents.  

In each of the 'old' and 'new' pressure ulcer columns, record the category of the worst 
pressure ulcer the patient has.   

The category is based on the European Pressure Ulcer Scale:  

 None:  No pressure ulcer, or a pressure ulcer that is deemed less severe than a 
Category 2.  

 Category 2:  Partial thickness skin loss or blister. Partial thickness loss of 

dermis presenting as a shallow open ulcer with a red pink wound bed, without 
slough.  May also present as an intact or open/ruptured serum-filled blister. 

 Category 3:  Full thickness (fat visible). Full thickness tissue loss. 
Subcutaneous fat may be visible but bone, tendon or muscle is not exposed.  
Some slough may be present.  May include undermining and tunnelling. 

 Category 4:  Full thickness loss (bone visible).  Full thickness tissue loss with 

exposed bone, tendon or muscle.  Slough or Eschar may be present. Often 
includes undermining and tunnelling. 

This data enables the calculation of the following indicators: 

 P1: Old Pressure Ulcers - The proportion of patients with an old pressure ulcer 

(present on admission to your organisation or caseload; or developed within 72 
hours) documented following skin inspection. 

 P2: Pressure Ulcer Incidence - The proportion of patients with a new pressure 
ulcer (developed after 72 hours of admission to your organisation or caseload) 
documented following skin inspection. 

 P3: Pressure Ulcer Prevalence - The proportion of patients with a pressure 

ulcer (of any origin, category 2-4) documented following skin inspection on the 
day of the survey. 

If a patient has a pressure ulcer which was old (as defined above) but has deteriorated 
in to a higher category this would be a new pressure ulcer. If a patient has a new or 
old pressure ulcer recorded by the survey and then they are surveyed again the 

following month, the pressure ulcer should be recorded again. 

 

Falls 

The Safety Thermometer asks you to record the severity of any fall that the patient 
has experienced within the previous 72 hours in a care setting (including home if the 

patient is on a district nursing caseload).  A fall is defined as an unplanned or 
unintentional descent to the floor, with or without injury, regardless of cause (slip, trip, 
fall from a bed or chair, whether assisted or unassisted).  Patients 'found on the floor' 
should be assumed as having fallen, unless confirmed as an intentional act. 

To collect the data, you may wish to assess or ask the patient about the harm 
resulting from their fall as well as consulting their notes or handover documents. In the 
‘Fall’ column, record the severity of the fall using the drop down menu provided.   
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The severity of the fall is defined in accordance with NRLS categories: 

 No Fall - the patient did not experience a fall 

 No harm- fall occurred but with no harm to the patient  

 Low harm - patient required first aid, minor treatment, extra observation or 
medication. 

 Moderate harm - likely to require outpatient treatment, admission to hospital, 
surgery or a longer stay in hospital 

 Severe harm - permanent harm, such as brain damage or disability, was likely 
to result 

 Death - where death was the direct result of the fall 

This data enables the calculation of the following indicators: 

 F1: The proportion of patients with a fall in care - The proportion of patients with 

evidence of a fall in a care setting in the last 72 hours (including at home if on a 
district nursing caseload) from discussion with the patient and review of clinical 
notes on the day of the survey. 

 F2: The proportion of patients with harm from a fall in care - The proportion of 
patients with evidence of harm from a fall in a care setting in the last 72 hours 

(including at home if on a district nursing caseload) from discussion with the 
patient and review of clinical notes on the day of the survey. 

Each of these measures can be viewed by harm severity.  

 

Catheters & UTIs  

The Safety Thermometer asks you to record information about any UTI treatment and 

Urinary Catheterisation. In the ‘UTI’ column, record whether or not the patient is being 
treated for a UTI.   
 
If the patient is being treated for a UTI, the Safety Thermometer asks you to record 

whether treatment started before or after the patient was admitted to your 
organisation.  If treatment for the UTI started before the patient was admitted to your 
organisation, record as ‘Old UTI’ in the 'UTI' column.  If the treatment for the UTI 
started whilst the patient was under your care, record as ‘New UTI’.  Otherwise, if the 

patient is not being treated for or diagnosed with a UTI, select ‘No UTI’. 
 
The Safety Thermometer also asks you to record any information about an indwelling 
Urethral Urinary Catheter.  If the patient has, or has had, an indwelling urethral urinary 

catheter at any point in the last 72 hours, record the number of days that it has been in 
place. If the patient is long term catheterised choose the number of days the patient 
has been catheterised not the number of days the latest catheter has been in place.  
There are four options for recording this information available on the drop down menu 

on the survey form; ‘1-28 days’, ‘28+ days’, ‘days unknown’ and ‘no catheter’.  If the 
patient does not have an indwelling Urethral Urinary Catheter and has not had one at 
any point in the last 72 hours, record ‘No catheter’. 
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To collect the data, you may wish to assess or ask the patient about any UTI 
symptoms or indwelling Urethral Catheters as well as consulting their notes or 
handover documents. The data recorded can be used to create a range of measures 
related to catheter usage and urinary tract infection.  Two are of particular importance 

in terms of driving improvement; the proportion of patients with a catheter (see C1 
below), and the proportion of patients with a catheter who are also being treated for a 
UTI (see C2 below).  This data enables the calculation of the following indicators: 
 

 C1: Proportion of patients with a catheter - The proportion of patients with an 
indwelling urethral urinary catheter present on the day of the survey, or 
removed in the last 72 hours. 

 C2: Treatment of any urine infection (in patients with a catheter) - The 
proportion of patients with an indwelling urethral urinary catheter also receiving 

treatment for any urinary tract infection (on the basis of notes, clinical 
judgement and patient feedback). 

 C3: Treatment of new urine infection (in patients with a catheter) - The 
proportion of patients with an indwelling urethral urinary catheter also receiving 
treatment for a new urinary tract infection (on the basis of notes, clinical 
judgement and patient feedback). 

 

VTE Risk Assessment 

The Safety Thermometer asks you to record whether or not a patient has a 
documented risk assessment for VTE.  This information is required for all surveyed 

patients.   
 
There are three options for recording this information on the drop down menu: Yes, No 
and N/A. 

 
If the patient has a documented risk assessment for VTE then select ‘Yes’, if not, 
select ‘No’.  If the question is not appropriate for the patient or setting, select N/A. 
 

This data enables the calculation of the following indicator: 

 V1: The proportion of patients with a documented VTE risk assessment. 

 

VTE Prophylaxis 

The Safety Thermometer asks you to record whether or not an ‘at risk’ patient has 
started appropriate VTE prophylaxis.  This information is required for all surveyed 
patients.   

 
There are three options for recording this information on the drop down menu: Yes, No 
and N/A. 
 

If the patient has started appropriate VTE prophylaxis then select ‘Yes’, if not, select 
‘No’.  If the question is not appropriate for the patient or setting, for example they are 
not at risk or are contraindicated for prophylactic treatment then select N/A. 
 

This data enables the calculation of the following indicator: 
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 V2: The proportion of patients receiving appropriate prophylaxis (in accordance 
with local guidance). 

 

Venous Thromboembolism (VTE) 

The Safety Thermometer asks you to record whether or not a patient is being clinically 

treated for a venous thromboembolism (VTE), of any type.  A patient may be defined 
as having a new VTE if they are being treated for a deep vein thrombosis (DVT), 
pulmonary embolism (PE) or any other recognised type of VTE with appropriate 
therapy such as anticoagulants.  If treatment for the VTE was started after the patient 

was admitted to your organisation, it is counted for this measure as a new VTE.  Old 
VTEs are not counted in this measure. 

To collect the data, you may wish to assess or ask the patient about any VTE 

symptoms or treatment as well as consulting their notes or handover documents. 

If treatment for a VTE was started after the patient was admitted to your organisation, 
select one of the New categories from the drop down menu; this will be one of ‘New 

DVT’, ‘New PE’ or ‘New Other’.  If treatment for the VTE started before the patient was 
admitted to your organisation, use the ‘old’ categories from the drop down menu; this 
will be one of ‘Old DVT’, ‘Old PE’ or ‘Old Other’.  If the patient is not being treated for a 
VTE, select ‘No VTE’. 

This data enables the calculation of the following indicator: 

 V3: The proportion of patients being treated clinically for a new VTE - The 

proportion of patients receiving prescribed anticoagulation treatment (heparin, 
warfarin or equivalent) for treatment of a clinically documented VTE event 
where treatment started since admission. 

This measure can be viewed by category (DVT/PE/Other).  The measure can also be 
viewed by Old and New VTE. 
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Appendix 2: Methodology 

Frontline data collection 

Data is collected by frontline teams.  It may be recorded directly into the NHS Safety 
Thermometer tool, through alternative input devices, or on paper for subsequent re-
keying. 
 

The NHS Safety Thermometer tool includes functions to merge data from any number 
of wards and teams, and to provide charts showing the different indicators by team or 
ward or organisation as soon as the data has been entered. 
 

The timetable for the process from data collection, through data submission, to 
construction and release of the National Safety Thermometer is available here: 
content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer 
 

Use of the NHS Safety Thermometer and submission of NHS Safety Thermometer 
data to NHS Digital by provider organisations is voluntary.   

There is a national CQUIN scheme incentivising either the use of the NHS Safety 

Thermometer or achievement of a locally defined quality improvement goal. More 
details about the scheme, and guidance about using the tool, may be found here: 
http://harmfreecare.org/measurement/nhs-safety-thermometer/ 

Participating organisations must submit data for all of their NHS funded patients. 
 

Local data consolidation 

Each participating organisation has a single registered Safety Thermometer Co-
ordinator (STC) who is responsible for merging all of their organisations data and 
submitting a data file to NHS Digital. 

Data submissions are only accepted from registered STC email addresses.  Data 
submissions are further controlled by a Data Submission Key (DSK) which is required 
for submission and is mailed to STCs shortly before the data submission window. 
 

Data validation and submission 

NHS Safety Thermometer data is validated at three separate points.  Data validation is 

first applied during data entry.  The NHS Safety Thermometer tool restricts the range 
of values which can be entered by using drop-down lists.  

These range descriptions are described in Appendix 1, Table 1. 

The range of values for setting and service is similarly restricted through drop-down 
lists. 

Data may only be submitted to NHS Digital from an NHS Safety Thermometer – where 
organisations record some or all of their data outside the NHS Safety Thermometer 
they must merge it into the tool prior to submission.  This is enforced through the DSK 
mechanism. 

When an organisation attempts to submit data to NHS Digital, the tool automatically 
validates their data and creates a data quality report. If it identifies any errors it will not 
create the submission file.  

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer
http://harmfreecare.org/measurement/nhs-safety-thermometer/
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Submitted files are landed in NHS Digital. They are checked to ensure that they 
originate from a registered STC, and that they were prepared with a valid DSK. 

At the end of the data submission window, all the submitted data files are again 

validated.  Any invalid surveys are rejected.  Valid surveys are merged into the 
cumulative National Safety Thermometer which is released on the NHS Digital 
website. 

Invalid submitted surveys are identified in the monthly data quality report which is also 
released on the NHS Digital website. Organisations are encouraged to check the data 
quality report to identify their invalid data, and correct it for resubmission. 
 

National Safety Thermometer 

This includes the cumulative submitted data.  It is released monthly. It has identical 
charting, analysis, reporting and filtering functions to those in the local tool.  It also 

provides functions to export data for analysis using different tools.  

The National Safety Thermometer may be downloaded from the NHS Digital website: 
content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer 

 

Additional data analyses are available in the resource catalogue at the NHS Quality 

Observatories website here: http://www.qualityobservatory.nhs.uk/ 

 

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/thermometer
http://www.qualityobservatory.nhs.uk/
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